VIII.

THE CONCORDAT OF FONTAINEBLEAU,

AT the beginning of 1813 Napoleon might still
have saved his Empire and himself; he had
not broken with his father-in-law, or with the Princes
of the Confederation of the Rhine, or even with the
King of Prussia, and he had command of immense
resources in men and money. His great mistake lay
in supposing that an unprecedented disaster, like
that of the Russian campaign, was an unimportant
episode. He ought to have consented with a good
grace to throw something overboard, in order that
all should hot be lost* Instead of that, the Emperor,
staking his whole fortune on a single card, took for
his motto: All or nothing. Resolved to accept no
diminution of territory or influence, he thought that
at his New Year's reception of the great bodies of
the State and of the High Officials, he could be,
January 1,1818, what he had been January 1,1812.
He hardened himself the more because his enemies
wished to humble him; and he had been so long
accustomed to the favors of Fortune that he imagined
that she had been guilty of only a temporary infidelity.
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